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Starlight
Performing
Academy

Adam Baker,
leader of
‘Courageous
12’ dies

Deloris Green Foster
BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

Adam Baker
BY ANDREW MEACHAM
Reprinted from Tampa Bay
Times

ST. PETERSBURG —
There were too many plaintiffs to fit on one line.
That is what the lawyer
that night in 1965 told his
clients, a dozen black police officers who had been
meeting in one another’s
living rooms for a year and
a half.
If these officers were
going to file their discrimination lawsuit, one of them
needed to be the face of it,
lawyer James B. Sanderlin
said.
Adam Baker stood up.
“Adam came up front
and said, ‘Hey, put my
name on it,’ said Leon Jackson, one of the plaintiffs
in Adam Baker vs. the City
of St. Petersburg. He was a
leader. A first-class leader.”
Mr. Baker, who set in
motion one of the most important civil rights cases in
this city’s history, died Feb.
22 in Rochester, N.Y., a few
months before the 50th anniversary of the lawsuit. He
was 78.
The plaintiffs, known
from then on as the “Courageous 12,” toppled the first
See BAKER, page 3

Walter Simmons and his two daughters, Kendall (in his arms) and Alyiah, dance the night away.




BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The dismal weather didn’t
deter fathers from date
night
with
their
princesses at the Daddy
Daughter Dance last Sat.,

Feb. 28, presented by The
B.I.G.
Entertainment
Group at the St. Pete campus of Pinellas Technical
College (PTC).
The mall area of the
campus was turned into a
dance floor as local
recording artist Corey

Thornton handled DJ duties, spinning a mix of old
school tunes for the fathers and current hits for
the kids. The event featured dinner and a candy
bar, complete with cupcakes, pixie dust sticks
and all kinds of chocolate.

Thornton played dance
floor games for the kids
so that the fathers could
rest while the diminutive
divas burned off all the
sugar from the candy bar.
“We just moved back
and wanted to do some
See DANCE, pages 12

Black history celebrated
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Friday marked the inaugural banquet of the
forming St. Petersburg
chapter of the Association for the Study of
African American Life
and History, otherwise
known as ASALH.
The St. Petersburg
Yacht Club, located at 11
Central Ave., was filled
with members and perspective members celebrating black history and
what needs to be done in
the community to ensure

that African Americans
are on an equal playing
field when it comes to
economic status, education and respect.
ASALH was founded
in 1915 by Dr. Carter G.
Woodson in response to
the lack of information on
the accomplishments of
African
Americans.
Woodson is known for establishing Negro History
Week in 1926, which became a month long celebration in 1976.
“It is important that
we continue to learn from
See HISTORY, page 6

President of the forming ASALH chapter
Jacqueline Hubbard, left, and Prof. Richard Joseph.



ST. PETERSBURG — It is
the end of an era for the
Starlight Performing Academy, Inc., a St. Petersburg
youth performing arts troupe,
which after running for more
than 25 years will host their
two-day final performance
next weekend.
The first part of the final
event takes place Fri., March
13 at the Enoch Davis Center,
1111 18th Ave. S., with the
second part that Sun., March
15 at Catherine Hickman
Theater, 5501 27th Ave. S.,
Gulfport.
Each leg of this two-day
event offers different highlights. Tickets cost $5 for the
March 13 event and $15 for
the March 15 event ($10 for
children 11 years and
younger). The tickets can be
purchased the night of the
shows at the venue doors,
which open at 6 p.m. Both
events begin at 7 p.m.
Deloris Green Foster, the
founder and CEO of the
Starlight Performing Academy, Inc., said overall 28 people will be performing in the
final show, including current
and former Starlight students.
“The show is called ‘Reuniting: A Reunion Celebration/Ending of An Era,’” she
said. “This will be the closing
of the Starlights. We are ending it.”
According to Foster, the
first night’s event is primarily
a meet and greet opportunity.
“That’s where hopefully a lot
of the alumni from the ‘80s,
‘90s and early 2000s will
come,” Foster said.
See ACADEMY, page 9
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Quality early childhood education
Dear Editor
The title of an article
written by Peggy L. Maki,
“Moving beyond a National
Habit in the Call for Accountability,” caught my attention. She is the education
consultant/assessment and
accreditation specialist and
author of a peer review. As
an education consultant
Maki is urging the Associations of American Colleges
and Universities to no
longer accept the use of
standardized testing as the
only mechanism for gauging student learning.
Maki is calling for a
move away from what is
easy (standardized testing)
to an established “framework of excellence “ that
identifies 14 essential skills
students must have when
graduating from college as a
more informed way of measuring student achievement
among the varying degrees
of diversity within today’s
student populations.
I use Maki’s article as a
launching pad to talk about
the city’s redevelopment
plan for Midtown. Once
again those of us who are
stakeholders in Midtown,
meaning those of us who
live, work or own businesses in Midtown, had
hopes that maybe this time
yet another redevelopment
process to “help us” would
in fact actually benefit the
residents and businesses in
Midtown.
To date, the process has
resulted in a draft redevelopment plan that on its surface
appear to be a compilation of
projects that will yield very
little long term sustainable
economic growth for the
residents or businesses in
Midtown or businesses that
serve families in Midtown.
Just like the others, the
redevelopment planning
process began by seeking
input from Midtown residents. Just like before, I responded to the call for
resident’s input on three
separate occasions to provide my thought on the
need for the redevelopment
plan to include a strategy
that focused on the city investing in “quality early
childhood education.”
I went to the table armed
with 30 plus years of varying
degrees of public sector experience, as a Certified Public Manager in the State of
Florida, as the chairwoman
of the Happy Worker’s
Learning, Inc. S.M.A.R.T.
Board of Directors and as a
consistent and persistent advocate of closing the academic achievement gap that
has persisted among African

and Hispanic children for
years
within
Pinellas
County, and most importantly as a lifelong resident
of Midtown.
Unfortunately my optimism was shattered, once
again, when there was no
mention of “quality” early
childhood education in the
plan. Simultaneous to receiving the plan, there was
news coverage indicating
the City of St. Petersburg
was making an investment
in “quality” early childhood
education by paying students $10 per hour to read
to preschool students and
making a contribution to St.
Petersburg College’s scholarship program for future
early childhood education
teachers.
Once again, trying to act
as a responsible citizen concerned about my community, I questioned the insult
of the city’s investment in
quality early childhood education from my representatives
in
City
Hall.
Councilman Karl Nurse responded by text essentially
saying that some people are
never satisfied!
The sad thing about the
comment coming from Mr.
Nurse is he is the very same
city
councilman
who
launched his own personal
redevelopment plan by purchasing dilapidated houses
in Midtown, rehabilitated
them and then claimed it as
a victory for the residents of
Midtown, but that’s another
story!
Currently Midtown has
approximately 90 home care
and center based providers.
This number is inclusive of
independent home care
providers
and
center
providers who collectively
have provided early childhood education to thousands of families who live or
have lived in Midtown.
In his recent state of the
union address, President
Barack Obama called for
communities to make an investment in quality early
childhood education. Specifically that means independent home providers and
center-based
providers
should have the support to
make physical renovations
that ensure students are in
an environment conducive
for receiving a quality early
childhood education.
They should also be supported in earning accreditation, to build coalitions that
aide them in purchasing
goods and services at
economies of scale, purchasing evidence based curriculum, last but not least,
hiring teachers with the req-

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Pulpit authority

uisite degrees and experience in early childhood education.
Currently the greatest
threats to these business
owners is being swallowed
up by corporate childcare
centers or by foreign business owners who come to
this country looking for
businesses that have potential for a great return on
their dollar, but with little to
no interest in African and
Hispanic children being
prepared to enter kindergarten.
Small and independent
providers began to fill the
squeeze of reduced childcare subsidies and increased demand from
compliance processes and
suddenly someone with a
foreign interest comes
along with a cash offer and
business owners feeling the
need to succumb to the
pressure. Not because that
is what they want to do, for
many times it will be because of what they have to
do!
It would truly be a sunless day in Midtown, for the
City of St. Petersburg and
Pinellas County Government if they forgo yet another opportunity to not
only support one of the
largest employers and business interests in Midtown,
but also to fail at making a
substantive investment in
quality early childhood education, which could potentially be the beginning of not
only closing the academic
achievement gap, but making a sustainable investment
on the economic base of the
Midtown community.
Like Maki’s urging to
the University communities,
the City of St. Petersburg
must move beyond old
habits of doing what’s easy!
They must recognize the diversity within Midtown, by
working with Midtown residents and business owners
to deploy economic development strategies that yield
positive outcomes for its residents and business owners!
Maria Scruggs

Praise the Lord Saints.
Without further ado, I will supply
you scriptures to go and study for yourself then you decide what you want as it
pertains to pulpit authority.
Notice also, I will not add any opinion, feelings or emotion in this.
My attempt is to educate, empower,
encourage and hopefully engage you to
understand that it doesn’t matter who
told you what, this is scripture divinely
inspired by God Himself.
2 Timothy 3:16
Revelation 22: 18-20
Genesis 3: 6, 12-13, 16
1 Corinthians 11: 1-3
Ephesians 5: 22-24
Titus 1: 5-16
Titus 2: 3-5
Matthew 28: 5-8, 13-20, *18; Mark
16: 1-8, 14-18; Luke 24: 1-12, *10, 9 3653, *45, 49 - The women were only told
to go and tell the disciples Jesus had
risen, nothing regarding preaching the
word or pastoring a church.
Mark 16: 14-18; Luke 24: 36-49; John
20: 19-23 - This is the first place where
Jesus spoke to the disciples telling them
to go into the world teaching, preaching, and baptizing. They became apostles then. The word apostle means one
who is sent. The disciples were sent by
Jesus and Jesus was sent by GOD,
which is why Jesus is called the chief
apostle.
Numbers 22: 21-35 (DONKEY
SPEAKING) - Why this story is used by
people to justify anyone being in the pulpit I’ll never know. It has absolutely
nothing to do with disciples spreading
the gospel as Jesus commanded them
and them only. The thought that if He
can make a donkey talk, he can use anyone in the pulpit is one for the ages.
Romans 2: 10-11 - Those who haven’t
studied to show themselves approved
use this scripture to also support anyone in the pulpit. When it refers to GOD
being no respect of persons clearly
shows that it was referring to GOD not
showing a difference between Jew and
Gentile when they are to be judged by
Him, nothing more.
1 Corinthians 14: 33-35, 40 - 33 For
God is not the author of confusion, but
of peace, as in all churches of the saints.
34 Let your women keep silence in the
churches: for it is not permitted unto
them to speak; but they are commanded
to be under obedience, as also saith the
law. 35 And if they will learn anything,
let them ask their husbands at home:
for it is a shame for women to speak in
the church. 37 If any man thinks himself
to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write
unto you are the commandments of the
Lord. 38 But if any man be ignorant, let
him be ignorant. 39 Wherefore,
brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid
not to speak with tongues. 40 Let all
things be done decently and in order.

1 Timothy 2: 9-15; 9 In like manner
also, that women adorn themselves in
modest apparel, with shamefacedness
and sobriety; not with braided hair, or
gold, or pearls, or costly array; 10 But
(which becometh women professing
godliness) with good works. 11 Let the
woman learn in silence with all subjection. 12 But I suffer not a woman to
teach, nor to usurp authority over the
man, but to be in silence. 13 For Adam
was first formed, then Eve. 14 And
Adam was not deceived, but the woman
being deceived was in the transgression. 15 Notwithstanding she shall be
saved in childbearing, if they continue
in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.
Now see how this flows right into
God’s Hierarchy of Order of the Role of
Leadership. Also pay close attention
hoe God Himself explained why he
chose to set these standards in verses
13-14.
1 Timothy 3: 1-13, *2,*4-5, *11-12 This is a true saying, If a man desire the
office of a bishop, he desireth a good
work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant,
sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; 3 Not given to wine,
no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but
patient, not a brawler, not covetous; 4
One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all
gravity; 5 (For if a man know not how to
rule his own house, how shall he take
care of the church of God?) 6 Not a
novice, lest being lifted up with pride he
fall into the condemnation of the devil.
7 Moreover he must have a good report
of them which are without; lest he fall
into reproach and the snare of the devil.
8 Likewise must the deacons be grave,
not double-tongued, not given to much
wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; 9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure
conscience. 10 And let these also first be
proved; then let them use the office of a
deacon, being found blameless. 11 Even
so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. 12
Let the deacons be the husbands of one
wife, ruling their children and their own
houses well. 13 For they that have used
the office of a deacon well purchase to
themselves a good degree, and great
boldness in the faith which is in Christ
Jesus.
Some will say that you can substitute
or exchange out certain words, but remember or go back and read Revelation
22: 18-19.
I hope this is enough to address the
issue of Pulpit Authority.
Again, people will say or exchange
out what they will but know that the
Word of God never changes.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Dr. Rob
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‘Courageous 12’ officer dies
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From BAKER page 1

domino toward ending
segregation, forcing the
police department to increase opportunities for its
African-American officers.
Of that group, only
Jackson, 74, and Freddie
Lee Crawford, 77, survive.
“He was truly a man of
conviction, and fearless in
terms of standing up for
what he believed in,” said
Goliath Davis, 63, the city’s
first African-American police chief and a former
deputy mayor.
Mr. Baker said he and
his colleagues were not
thinking about ideals or
improving society.
“We were not looking
for a future thing, to take
this big step for mankind,”
Baker told the Times in a
previously unpublished
2013 interview. “Anger fueled it. ‘That’s the way it is’
don’t fly. If it’s wrong, if it’s
unfair, I ain’t accepting it.”
Mr. Baker and the
other black officers patrolled Zone 13, a gerrymandered
district
comprised of three predominantly African-American areas. They walked
four deep, two to each sidewalk along 22nd Street S
on weekend nights, often
fighting with and disarming residents who likened
them to slave overseers.
“We couldn’t get out of
that bowl,” Mr. Baker said
in 2013. “We were captured
in Zone 13.”
Black officers were not
reassigned — say, to work
traffic crashes or in any

area other zone — and
were rarely promoted.
They drove C-cars (for
“colored”), and were allowed to detain white suspects but not arrest them.
The officers tried to
work within the system. A
group of them met twice
with Chief Harold Smith,
who told them he would
look into it. When Smith
refused to meet a third
time, 12 of the department’s 15 black officers
joined together in a federal
lawsuit alleging racial discrimination.
“We decided there was
no way in hell they could
fire all 12 of us,” Mr. Baker
said in the interview.
There were repercussions. White officers, who
were not the object of the
suit, still took it personally.
“There was some
smart stuff said,” Jackson
said. “The people who
used to talk to you or speak
to you, they kind of
stopped talking to you or
speaking to you.”
Sometimes the pushback was less subtle. According to Mr. Baker, after
the morning readout of duties, a white officer told the
cops who were suing,
“Something could happen
to you guys and nobody
could back you up.”
A new wave of young
officers challenged the 12
directly, telling Mr. Baker
that he and the others
could “kiss our white a-----.”
They socialized mostly

with one another, playing
poker and having a few
drinks. They quarreled
among themselves, then
set it aside to watch one another’s backs on the job.
“If you hit one, you
have to hit us all,” Jackson
said.
Adam Baker was born
in St. Petersburg in 1936.
He grew up in a shotgun
shack with cracks big
enough to see through, in
a neighborhood called
“Pepper Town” along
Fourth Avenue S. Mr.
Baker played football and
basketball at Gibbs High
School. He served in the
Marine Corps, then joined
the St. Petersburg police in
1959. He married Shirley
Edwards in 1955.
In 1966, a judge dismissed the officers’ lawsuit
against the city. The men
had paid for it themselves
and could not afford to appeal the decision. The
NAACP stepped in, and in
1968 a judge ruled in the
group’s favor.
“They deserve only
what they seek — equality,” the judge wrote in his
decision.
Mr. Baker left the force
shortly thereafter and
moved to Rochester, N.Y.
For the next 30 years he
worked
for
Eastman
Kodak, earning a sociology
degree at Rochester University while working as a
security guard.
“He wanted to get an insight into the way people
think,” said Connie Be-

Coats, his daughter.
The degree helped him
advance to the human resources
department,
where his opinion was
often sought on diversity
issues. In a conversation
with Jackson not long ago,
Mr. Baker said he was hoping to commission a Tshirt commemorating the
50th anniversary of the
Courageous 12 lawsuit that
bears his name.
“It was always us
against the world,” Mr.
Baker said in 2013, “not us
against them.”
Researcher Caryn Barid
contributed to this report.
Contact Andrew Meacham at
ameacham@tampabay.com
or (727) 892-2248. Follow
@torch437.
Biography
Adam Baker
Born: May 4, 1936
Died: Feb. 22, 2015
Survivors: wife, Shirley;
daughter, Connie BeCoats;
son, Michael Baker; 10
grandchildren; and 17
great-grandchildren.
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Fight night in St. Pete
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Police Athletic League
of St. Petersburg, 1450 16th
St. N., hosted a night of professional boxing Feb. 27 featuring six bouts, headlined
by St Pete’s Ali Tareh facing
Aaron “The Butcher” Steadman of Ocala, Fla., in a welterweight clash.
Promoted by Jie Chen of
Panda 5 Star Entertainment
in conjunction with executive
producer
Henry
Grooms, the event was
billed as “Ali’s Dream” but it
was Tareh who fell short in
the main event Friday night.
For the first two rounds of
the scheduled ten-rounder,
Tareh — who notched the
National Boxing Association
Intercontinental title last
April — and Steadman
sniffed each other out, keeping a measured distance
while throwing relatively
few punches, though Steadman did catch Tareh with at
least one well timed combination.
By the third round,
Tareh and Steadman acted
more like dancing partners
than fighters, circling each
other constantly with neither one seeming to be willing to commit to opening
things up.
That was when Steadman
seemed to say, “Enough is
enough.” He swooped in to
chase Tareh toward the corner and detonated a powerful
uppercut that exploded onto
the body of Tareh, who
folded upon the impact. Grimacing throughout referee
Emil Lombardi’s entire
count, Tareh could not manage to get back on his feet.
Coming at 2:04 in the round,
the KO improved Steadman’s
record to 11-6-2 while the loss
dropped Tareh to 13-10-5.
In the undercard action,
DeAngelo Deonte Cunningham of St. Pete and Samuel
Valentin of Tampa squared
off in a four-round welterweight match up. The prom-

ising Valentin took it to Cunningham, constantly stalking and corralling him.
Though the quick Cunningham
proved
slippery,
Valentin managed to find his
target and fire off several
well-timed combinations.
In the second round the
more aggressive Valentin
backed Cunningham up and
rocked him with a right
hand that sent Cunningham
into the ropes. Smelling
blood, Valentin smashed his
opponent again with a right
hook while Cunningham
was already on his way
down and tangled in the
ropes. Referee Dennis
DeBon deducted two points
from Valentin.
But this only seemed to
energize Valentin as he
came out fiercely in the
third, unleashing a strong
flurry that knocked Cunningham down. From then
on it was all Valentin as he
pinned Cunningham against
the ropes and unloaded, as
all the spent Cunningham
could do was try to take
cover from the brutal barrage. The fight was stopped
at 1:49 in the round, lifting
Valentin to 3-0 (2 KO).
Middleweight Raynard
Hill of St. Pete made short
work of Howard Reece of
Ocala, Fla., by knocking him
out 31 seconds into the second round of their scheduled four-rounder. Ducking
incoming blows from Reece,
Hill shot out of his crouch
with a bone-crushing overhand right that found its
mark on Reece’s chin, instantly stunning Reece and
knocking him out on his
feet. Reece’s head dangled
as he flopped limply to the
canvas, and Hil stood triumphantly over him, arms
raised. Hill improved to 4-10
while Reece suffered his
eighth defeat in ten fights.
Welter Courtney Jackson made his pro debut
against St Pete’s Victor Kulakovaski, originally from
Cherkassy, Ukraine, in a
four-founder that went the

distance, culminating on a
split decision victory for
Jackson. With lots of roundhouse punches, both fighters aimed to deliver
knockout blows throughout
the bout.
Action was not lacking as
Jackson kept tagging Kulakovaski, slowing him
down, but in the second Kulakovaski
surprisingly
floored Jackson with a powerful left hand. In the third a
determined Jackson came
after his opponent and Kulakovaski walked into a left
hand, which cut him severely above the left
eye. With scarlet streaks
covering his face and impairing his vision, Kulakovaski managed to come
back strong and finish the
round. The final round
saw Jackson hunt and corner his prey, further opening
the cut of his opponent with
a thunderous left. Jackson
finished convincingly and
with the decision, notched
his first ever victory.
Undefeated welter Javier
Flores from Aguadilla,
Puerto Rico, made it look
easy as he knocked out St.
Pete’s Shiwone Gortman.
After an uneventful first
round, Flores floored Gortman with a huge left hand,
and knocked him down a
second time only seconds
later with another devastating left. The fight was
stopped at 1:01 in the round,
improving Flores to 11-0.
Super
middleweight
Botirsher Obidov of Kissimmee, Fla., won his pro debut
as he stopped Yoealys Duverger of Miami in a bout
that only lasted one round.
Duverger kept busy by continually overreaching, at one
point falling on his face after
whiffing with a wild stab at
his opponent. Obidov
pounded Duverger with
well-aimed punches, even
scoring a knockdown. Duverger managed to survive
the round, but was forced to
quit in his corner before the
start of the second round.
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Kidz World’s Literacy Month
BY MARCY PALMERI
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
Each year owner of Kidz
World Preschool, Arthurene
Williams, takes her Literacy
Month to a whole new level
by involving her students,
their families and the community in a whirlwind of
reading,
learning
and
whimsy.
Williams hosted a calendar of literacy related activities throughout February
that encompassed something special for everyone. A
calendar full of scheduled activities went home with each
child and consisted of exercises in literature, science
and fun with letters that the
parents could do with their
children.
Her “I Love to Read
Day” initiative took place
Fri., Feb. 20 with a guest list
nothing short of impressive.
The students took center
stage as they were read to
by Deputy Mayor Kanika
Tomalin, Chastity Bethel
from the Pinellas County
Sheriff’s Office, Attorney
Keisha Bell, retired educator Gwen Anderson, Early
Childhood
Coordinator
Toshiko Pinkney, Education
Specialist at Pinellas County
Schools Karen Davis-Pitchett, Cindy Seletos, board
member for Early Learning
Coalition, Attorney Lisa
Brody and Simone Critton,
a student at Pinellas Technical College (PTC).
Eight PTC students
were also present during
the read-in, acting as escorts for the readers by taking them to and from each

classroom. The Early Childhood Education students
were able to preview what
their roles would consist of
once they graduate and
begin working in a preschool setting.
Once the guests were
through with reading to the
classes, each child was
given a book and bookmarker of their own. Readers were then asked to
judge the classroom doors,
which were decorated according to age level and participation,
each
level
winning a prize. Williams
said the point of the event
was to get the children excited about reading and
learning.
In addition to the readin, the bustling calendar of
events called for a visit to
the public library, the Pinellas County School’s Title 1
library story time, a visit
from Clifford the Big Red
Dog and some special time
with Michael Stern, author
of the Kokopelli book series.
Stern acted out one of
his books and Williams said
he was very impressed with
the children. “He couldn’t
believe how good they
were. They just sat and listened,” she said. This year
he re-enacted “Kokopelli
and the Island of Chance,”
and last year he did
“Kokopelli and the Butterfly.”
Stern donated books to
the school and the parents
were able to purchase some
directly from him at a discounted price.
Retired from the school
system, Williams said she

knows what the children
will need to become successful students.
“The expectations are so
different now. We do what
we can at Kidz World to expose them to learning and
reading. It’s all about the
family,” she said. “If you are
unable to master the fundamentals of reading at an
early age you are going to
have trouble in all subjects.
Preschool is now the foundation that elementary
school used to be.”
Williams said many children these days are unprepared
for
elementary
school, but she is going to
make sure the students who
attend her school are armed
with the knowledge necessary to move forward. “This
is a school, not a babysitting
service or daycare.”
Kidz World has 116 students ages one to VPK and
has been in business since
2001. The school is located
at 50 50th St. S., St Petersburg. For more information,
please contact Williams by
calling (727) 322-6316.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The inaugural ASALH Black History Month celebration & dinner

The Fabric of a Stor y

From HISTORY page 1

A little girl sat on her Grandma’s knee
and pointed at a quilt on the wall;
Me Maw why isn’t that on your bed?
Well child, it was made to remember the dead

scholars,
particularly
scholars who are activists,”
said Imam Askia Muhammad Aquil, ASALH Chaplain. He feels that it is
necessary for African
Americans to work toward
being as competitive as
possible in the global marketplace while learning
how to cooperate and work
together. “We need to build
a society and a world that
reflects the compassion,
the equality, the human
dignity that we all should
want to see and that we
should work together to
bring about.”
The mission of ASALH
is to disseminate information about black life to not
only other cultures, but to
the younger generations of
African Americans who
have grown up to enjoy voting rights and a life outside
of segregation. With the
movie industry cashing in
on movies such “Selma”
and “12 Years a Slave,” activist Dr. Yvonne ScruggsLeftwich feels that groups
such as ASALH are needed
to counter the misrepresentation or misunderstanding
of
African
Americans as portrayed on
the big screen.
“Movies are entertainment,” she said. “African
Americans who are not old
enough to have been there
during the Civil Rights
Movement need to understand what really occurred.”
Keynote speaker Dr.
Richard Joseph gave his
perspective
from
an
African scholar’s point of
view. Joseph is the John
Evans Professor of International History and Politics
at Northwestern University. He focuses on African
governance, political economy and democratization
and was brought in by
ASALH to mark the importance of the St. Petersburg
chapter.
Having been a teenager
during the Civil Rights
Movement, Joseph experienced firsthand what it was
like to march and protest
for the right to vote in
America. This Oxford educated professor has taught
at universities around the

world but admits that until
he traveled to Montgomery, Ala., to take part
in volunteer efforts to assist the marches and to
conduct voter registration
drives, he was ignorant
about the struggles of
black Americans.
“I never fully understood the tragedy of the
black experience in the
United States until I spent
a few months in the summer of 1967 smack in the
Mississippi Delta,” he said.
Joseph recalls waving
down Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. in order to speak
with him on the movement
only to reflect later how
easy it had been for him to
get so close to civil rights
martyr. The courage it took
for Dr. King to go from city
to city, street to street
knowing at any time one
shot could ring out and it
would all be over.
Joseph insists that the
Civil Rights Movement was
only half accomplished as
today America is still struggling with cohesiveness.
The professor, who has
given lectures all over the
world, went so far as to
state his beliefs that Malcolm X was the closest
leader, in his opinion, in detecting the true pulse of
the movement before he
veered off course and introduced violence to his
cause.
“I believe there has to
be a nationalist black revolution in America of black
people regaining a sense of
dignity in themselves, in
their color, their features,
their cultures and in their
humanity,” said Joseph. He
believes that black Americans of today should not be
afraid to confront certain
aspects of the African
American reality, as Martin
Luther King and Malcolm
X, along with others in
their day did.
Joseph stated that he
feels Americans of all generations, classes and ethnicities are more equipped
today to confront what lies
beneath slogans such as,
“Black Lives Matter,”
“Hands Up Don’t Shoot”
and “I Can’t Breathe.” But






he warns such confrontation will not occur on their
own and the conversation
between the races needs to
begin in order to overcome
black
marginalization,
multi-generational black
poverty and social pathologies among disadvantaged
blacks.
“You cannot have half of
your incarcerated population consisting of one ethnic group, who represent
14 percent of your general
population,” he said pointing to the fact that more
blacks are jailed in regards
to their overall population
than their white counterparts.
Joseph sees a role for
the ASALH and other civic
organizations to play in St.
Petersburg and around the
world in order to meet the
challenge of reversing
black stereotypes and
reestablishing a peaceful
civil rights movement.
“The uplifting in African
Americans today and the
breaking of the attitude of
practices
transmitted
across generations will require a massive investment
in education, job training
and cultural initiatives,”
said Joseph who explained
that children of educated
persons put their children
on the up escalator starting
from interactions in the
cradle.
He further stated that
the global economy should
not dictate the rise or fall of
African Americans but that
with the Civil Rights Movement, affirmative action
and many other social efforts having come and
gone, it has left behind
communities of deprivation
often defined by color and
race.
Joseph argues that intervention is needed to get
black Americans back on
board with their fight for
equality. “These activities
must involve the designing
and implementation of
African Americans themselves.”
The evening continued
with a question and answer
period and Joseph promising to continue the lively
discussion at a later date

You see long ago our ancestors
weren’t allowed to read or write
so we used cloth, needle and thread
to tell a story without a word being said
That quilt is a history of your family tree
of marriages, births, passing on, and being free.
A little boy sat on his Grandpa’s knee
and swayed to music on the record player
Paw Paw no one plays records anymore,
Well child they sure do have memories I adore
R. MonaLeza

You see music came from freedom songs
Sung in the fields and the churches
to make the struggles of every day
keep the sadness and fear away.
Along came The Duke, Holiday and Nina Simone
shaping modern music and giving it tone.
A little girl sat on her Mother’s knee,
touching the pages of a heavy book.
MaMa what do these words say?
Well child, they tell stories through poetry.
You see, all those patches on the quilt
could finally be put to paper with pen
this way we could learn about our past
and make sure our history would forever last.
Poems from Gwendolyn, Maya and Langston Hughes,
would touch hearts and give beauty to the blues.
A class of children sat on their knees
as the teacher held her quilt for all to see.
This my little ones is my family crest
And with music and poetry it’s been laid to rest.
R. MonaLeza

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
JPPNA, INC. celebrates 3rd annual black history program
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Jordan Park Projects
Nostalgic
Association
(JPPNA) hosted its third annual Black History Celebration:
“Pioneers
and
Trailblazers” Mon., Feb 24 at
the Enoch Davis Center.
The program paid tribute
to 11 selected seniors who
were residents in Jordan
Park. Each honoree was
given a plaque in honor of
their impact, support and humanitarian efforts shown to
residents of the Jordan Park
Projects. Eight of the 11 are
still living, and the remaining
three deceased received
theirs posthumously and
were accepted by family
members.
The celebration was held
in the auditorium decorated
with red, black and green
balloon and tablecloths, the
colors symbolic of the
African-American flag that
evolved from Black Nationalist leader Marcus Garvey.
There was certainly no
shortage of attendees; the
event was packed with the
families of the honorees,
JPPNA members and former
residents of Jordan Park
Projects. This year’s attendance was overwhelming as
the auditorium was at maximum capacity.
Rev. Paul Brown spoke
on his memories of Jordan
Park. He reflected on being
one of the first residents to
move into the housing devel-

opment, the plight of blacks
during that era, the honored
family values as a result of
having lived there and reminded the audience of the
many residents that had
gone on to achieve acclaim in
academia, sports, medicine
and activism.
Lewis also briefly spoke
about the honorees longevity
and abundant life experiences.
Entertainment for the
evening was provided by
Rikaya Williams, who performed an inspirational
mime dance and a harmonic
duet by brothers Ricky and
Clarence Williams. The entertainers are the grandchildren of honoree Gloria
Wooten Williams.
The honorees expressed
their gratitude for being recognized as pioneers and trailblazers: Rev. Paul Brown,
Melissa Brown, Maggie
Church
Brown,
Ann
Mitchell, Archie Thompson,
Lizzie L. Daniels, posthumously, Willie Mae Taylor
Fletcher, Charles “Pop”
Payne, Ruth Williams,
posthumously, Beatrice A.
Davis, posthumously and
Gloria Wooten Williams.
All posthumous honorees were represented by
family
members.
The
plaques thanked them for
their impact, support and humanitarian efforts as a resident of Jordan Park Projects.
Brenda Gilstrap, newly
elected president, was the

Mistress of Ceremony for
the evening. Leroy Lewis,
the black history chairperson who also received an
award for his dedication to
JPPNA, gave closing remarks. He and Connie Small
were presented as Mr. and
Ms. Jordan Park (a title bestowed upon them during
the holiday gala). .
At the culmination of the
recognition program, an
overflowing crowd celebrated the occasion with the
honorees by enjoying a buffet variety of flavorful ethnic
food.
The JPPNA, Inc. annually hosts a Black Heritage
Recognition Program on
the fourth Monday in February to recognize well deserving individuals for their
great contributions to the
community.

Above:
Honorees (left to right)
Rev. Paul Brown,
Mrs. Melissa Brown,
Mrs. Maggie Church
Brown, Mrs. Ann
Mitchell, Mr. Jack
Fletcher (for his
mother, Mrs. Willie Mae
Taylor Mitchell),
Mrs. Gloria Wooten
Williams, Mr. Charles
Payne. Not pictured Mr.
Archie Thompson)

Left:
Mr. and Ms. Jordan Park,
Consequelo Small and
Leroy Lewis

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Shampoo Me

Hires Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face

Call (727) 642-7475

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Haircuts $10 for adults $5 for kids
Dominican Blowouts $35.00 (Reg. $40)
Bomb Twist $250.00
includes the hair (Reg. $300)

“We don’t just show you, we teach you.”
#1 Florida State Hair Braiding Licensure Course

2218 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(across from Lakeview Shopping Center)

877-272-3136

Stop by or call (727) 623-9875

www.bardaintl.com

Coupon expires 5/21/15

Are you looking for an
AVON Representative?
If so, look no further.
My name is Barbara La’Shelle
and I am THE AVON LADY!
You can contact me at 727-512-3785
Email: tilallhaveheard2@gmail.com or my website

www.youravon.com/barbaralguyton

 

 


 




Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.

ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Salute to black heroes past and present
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Thomas “Jet” Jackson
Recreation Center, located
at 1000 28th St. S., celebrated the contributions of
African-American heroes
from all walks of life last
Fri., Feb 27. Such iconic
legends such as Malcolm
X, Bessie Coleman, Stevie
Wonder and Michelle
Obama came to life
through lively performances by the kids under the
guidance of the youth development staff.
Over 35 children participated in the program that
recognized 32 AfricanAmerican heroes in politics, civil rights, sports,
entertainment, the judicial
system, aviation and business.
Mistress of Ceremony,
Coach Alison Srinivasa,
opened the program and
was followed with the welcome by Narasipar Srinivasa. The entertainment
portion of the evening
started when Ny’Jai Bruce
performed a dance solo.
Jarvis Harris, Se’Maj Davis,
Tay’ John Rivers, Ja’Quis
Greene and Zymir Harris
followed with a skit that
would introduce the main
performance
of
the
evening.

This black history program had flashbacks of the
former Black History Pageants put on by the late
Peggy Peterman for close
to two decades. The lively
performances by the young
people could continue the
legacy of black history programs put on by our local
youth from years past.
Many youth who grew
up performing in the Black
History Pageant and the
Chocolate Nutcracker have
gone on to establish professional careers locally and
nationally.
Although the black history showcase at the
Thomas “Jet” Jackson Rec
Center is only two years
old, it has a lot to look forward to as a new generation of talented AfricanAmerican youth comes
forth into the spotlight.
Towards the end of the
program, the children put
on a display of energy comparable to a fraternity/
sorority step competition as
they sang and danced in
sync to a popular, “clean”
rap song.
The evening concluded
with dinner and dessert as
Rob Perry, manager of
Wells Fargo Bank, gave the
closing remarks.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Starlight Performing Academy: The end of an era
From ACADEMY, page 1

Dinner will be served
and guest will be treated to
a gospel show. Junior
Starlight members will perform gospel speeches and
dances. Then some of the
alumni will do a number
called “Gospel Has No Limits,” which Foster explained
would have very different
gospel dances in it.
“We’ll do one or two
minutes of each dance, but
the last dance is called ‘Now
Behold the Lamb,’ which is
a tribute to Iyanna Beard
who joined the Starlights at
eight years old but died at
age 14. She had performed
that dance.”
An alum of the program
will also perform a solo tribute to Whitney Houston and
Bobbi Kristina Brown.
Foster said the first
night would focus on the
successes of the Starlight
alumni, with many serving
as guest speakers.
“I’ll have a lot of alumni
that grew up in the group
that are now in very good
standing in the city,” Foster
said. “We’ll also have different articles that were written about us in the paper
and different pictures of
past dances. There will be a
lot of meet and greet picture
taken during the show.”
The second night will be
a throwback to the past with
tributes to former artists
and works, and will also feafashion
shows.
ture
Starlights will perform two
famous speeches from author and performer Maya
Angelou, “Still I Rise” and
“Phenomenal Woman,” as
well as a monologue from
the novel “The Color Pur-

ple.” Music from the 1960s
through the 1980s will be
featured, such as songs
from The Temptations.
“I want the people to understand that there’s not
going to be a lot of up-todate songs because this
event is reflecting on the
past,” Foster said.
The fashion shows will
include a gay pride tribute
called “You Better Work”
and a youth fashion segment called “Teeny Tots:
Sugar and Spice.”
“We’re also doing a segment called ‘A woman’s
worth,’ where we’ll be
showing pictures I have of
the Starlights that have
graduated,” Foster said.
“With this, we’ll show a
young lady walking across
with her cap and gown.
She’ll start off with something from Beyoncé and
then go into a dance and
into a fashion theme.”
Foster said the show will
end with a tribute to fallen
Starlights, after which junior
and alum Starlights will join
together in a Black Lives
Matter tribute.
The event will honor the
success of the Starlight
Academy and serve as the
closing performance for the
group.
“I know I’ll be sad and
really touched because each
and every one of [the
Starlights] who I asked to
do this, I know they did it
because of the love they
have for me,” Foster said. “It
shows they’re thankful for
me being a part of their
lives.”
Foster started the group
in 1979 to serve as a creative

after-school outlet for St.
Petersburg area youth ages
eight through 18. Though
initially small, word spread
quickly and eventually Foster secured non-profit status
for the organization. Over
the years, the group has
performed drama and many
genres of dances, including
modern and hip-hop.
Through fundraising and
community donations, the
group has been able to perform in several states and
tour many cities across
Florida.
Foster estimates that
Starlight has served 2,000
area youth in its time. She
said about 500 youth graduated from the program after
completing a full 10 years as
a Starlight.
In later years, alumni of
the performing troupe returned to help run and direct Starlight.
“I’ve been doing this
since I was 25 years old and
I turned 60 this year,” Foster
said. “I have given the
Starlights 35 years of my
life. We’ve been blessed
with the things we experienced: We’ve been in MLK
Parades; in different performances here in the city;
we went to New York City
twice on our own chartered
bus; we went to many different states and different
cities here in Florida. I’ve
been blessed that throughout the years, I haven’t had
too many Starlights not
graduate or go on to college.
So I feel like I’ve done my
part and it’s time to let
somebody else have a
chance.”

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
NOTICE OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING
ADVISIORY COMMITTEE (AHAC)
PUBLIC HEARING
The City of St. Petersburg (City) is hereby inviting citizens, representatives
of public and private agencies and organizations, and other interested
parties to a public hearing convened by the Affordable Housing Advisory
Committee (AHAC). The public hearing will be conducted on Friday,
March 13, 2015 beginning at 10:30 a.m., in the City Council Chambers,
City Hall, 175 Fifth Street North, St. Petersburg, Florida. Public
participation is invited and strongly encouraged.
The City receives State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) program
funding from the State of Florida for use in implementing programs to
produce and preserve affordable housing. The program is administered
by the Florida Housing Finance Corporation statewide. After a review
and evaluation of established policies, procedures, ordinances and other
documents, the AHAC will recommend specific actions to encourage or
facilitate the development of affordable housing within the City.
The purpose of the public hearing is to receive comments on the incentive
strategy recommendations proposed by the AHAC.
The City, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
(), provides reasonable accommodations for all official City proceedings.
If you wish to request an accommodation under the ADA, you should
contact the City Clerk not less than 72 hours prior to the meeting by
calling (727) 893-7202 or TDD (727) 892-5259. The City cannot guarantee
the availability of persons capable of assisting individuals with a hearing
impairment or who are unfamiliar with the English language but will
attempt to provide such assistance if requested.
A copy of the proposed AHAC recommendations may be inspected
by the public at the office of Housing & Community Development,
Municipal Services Center, One Fourth Street North, Third Floor,
Reception Desk, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701. If you have any questions,
or wish to register comments for the record, please visit or write the
Department (at the address above) or telephone (727) 892-5585.

Registration fee $15.00

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

Pictures taken at the dress rehearsal.

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





 




  

  

 




  

   




 
   




 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

Rev. Sarah Edwards extends an invitation for you to join us in agreement
with God our Father, the Word and one another as the Body of Christ. Since
we know Jesus Christ as the Head; let us get to know our Pastors and
Church leaders. Hear their personal testimony of salvation and call into ministry. Others will also share their testimonies of salvation. Join us with authentic fellowship; celebrating “koinonia” as the early Church did – until we
come into the unity of the faith.
Refreshments will be served. Ministering with the arts, engaging
conversations as the community of Believers, based on Biblical principles,
and creative ice breakers. Location: Glad Tidings Assemblies Of God
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 3371
3rd Sundays. 6:30 pm 3 FMI: 727.323.5017
Dr. Randy Helms, Sr. Pastor

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712



 


 
     
  
  





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





 
 
 



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.





Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.




 






 
  

 

 
  



 


 




  
 

 


 






 

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:
Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM
Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

 

Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
To the COMMUNITY ATLARGE, ARE YOU seeking a
place of refuse? The Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, the Pastor, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Official Family
and the entire Church Family
extend to you a cordial invitation to join “THE SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45 a.m. or the
10:45 a.m. worship service,
and Sunday Church School at
9:30 a.m. Come join us as we
take this Christian journey for
it is Our Mission as a Church
Family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the
unsaved and teaching the
saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ. OUR
VISION 2015 – “MISSIONMESSAGE-MUSIC
AND
MERCY EQUALS MINISTRY.”
Weekly Bible Studies and
other Church activities:
Wednesday, Noon Day and
Prayer and Bible Study 7 p.m.
and AWANA Youth Enrichment program, something
special for every child, learning about God while having
fun. The Bread of Life Ministry continues providing a
needed service to our Senior
and Disabled members.
Please see Sister Lorriane

Rogers for further information. The Clothing Pantry is
opened every 2nd and 4th
Thursday of the month, from
9 a.m. to noon. Continue to
Pray for our Sick, Shut-in, Children, Men/Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families.
MONTH OF MARCH:
“THE MONTH OF THE
WOMAN”
Mar. 5 – 7 p.m. – Pastor
Evans Meeting with all Members 18-35 years of age.
Mar. 8 – Both Services:
SEASONED
SAINTS
RECOGNITION SUNDAY.
Mar. 10 – 7 pm. – Friendship Laymen Meet. Women
Ministry Meet.
Mar. 21 – 11 a.m - Friendship Laymen – Fellowship and
Fish Fry – Further Information see Deacon Johnnie Douglas, Ministry Leader.
Mar. 28 – 11 a.m. – West
Coast Baptist District Association Retreat held at Elizabeth
Baptist Church, 100 South Orange Ave., Arcadia, Fla., Rev.
Jerry Alexander, Jr., Host Pastor. Moderator Evans has invited West Coast Churches to
contact Friendship for Transportation information. Buses
will leave Friendship at 9 a.m.
Sunday, Mar. 29 ~ Friday,
April 3 – “THE ROAD TO

CALVARY” – Participating
Pastor's and Churches –
Greater Mt. Zion AME
Church,
Dr. Clarence
Williams, Pastor, First Baptist
Institutional Church, Dr.
Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor
and Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Pastor, starting
Nightly at 7 p.m.
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 and PRESS 2.
Thought for the Week:
THE HIGHER WE ARE
PLACED,
THE
MORE
HUMBLY WE SHOULD
WALK.
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact us
by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S.. St. Petersburg, 33712
Church Office: (727) 9068300 E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net WE ARE NOW “LIVE
STREAMING”: Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net &
CLICK on the PASTOR'S
IMAGE at the top of the Page.
Also Visit West Coast Baptist
District Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the
word of God. At St. Mark, we
as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for March
Mar. 8 - Mission #1:

Women in the Bible Enhancement Fellowship-3:00 p.m.
Mar. 15 - Male Chorus of
St. Mark Presents Men in
Harmony-4 p.m.
Mar. 25-28 - Congress No.
2-St. Mark M. B. Church
Hosting
Mar. 29 - Palm Sunday
with Mission Emphasis: Operation Love
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come out
and join us. Young Adult Ministry (YAMS) Every Sunday:
9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members and the general public

are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

World histor y is black histor y
So why not educate yourself about world history and
celebrate that? Too many of
us think that black history’s
starting point began with
slavery. This is not true. Perhaps, if you get back on those
slave ships, including the one
named Jesus, in your mind
and journey back across that
Atlantic to the motherland
from whence our ancestors
were kidnapped, you will be
made free to celebrate world
history - your true history.
No one can fade to black.
Darkness hovered over the
earth, and the Spirit of God
moved and divided light from
darkness. He called darkness, night; a time for us to
rest [Genesis 1]. Black is
more than a color.
God created the first man
and woman in the world in
the land of Ethiopia. He
blessed them and commanded them to subdue,
dominate (bring harmony)
and multiply.
The Bible says that the
visage of the Hebrew Israelite
Jews is “blacker than a coal”.
The word “visage” means literary a person’s face, with
reference to the form of features, a person’s facial expression. [Lamentations 4:8].
Further, the Jews of the Bible
skin was “like an oven”
[Lamentations 5:10].
Job was an Israelite. Let’s
see how he described himself: “my skin is black upon
me.” Do I need to say anything else? Then he says “and
my bones are burned with
heat,” that is referring to the

affliction that he was going
through
[Job
30:30].
Solomon, one of the great
kings of the nation of Israel, a
Hebrew Israelite Jew from
the tribe of Judah, and the
wisest man to ever walk the
face of the earth, described
himself as a black man! [Song
of Solomon 1:5]
One of the easiest ways to
identify “black people” in
scripture is through the use
of names. There are names in
scripture that identifies by
their very meaning the nation, race and ethnic origin of
a people. For example, the
name “Kedar” meaning “very
black” or the name “Phinehas” meaning the “Negro or
the Nubian” identifies a black
person. The name “Cush”
meaning “Black” identifies a
people or nation. The name
“Tahpanhes”
meaning
“Palace of the Negro”
Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 43:7,
or “Ham” meaning “hot,”
“heat,” “black or burnt” and
Shim’own (Siemon) the
prophet, a leading member of
the assembly of Antioch is
nicknamed “Niger” meaning
“dark-complexioned
and
black.”
There are several names
in the Bible that reference
black people. These names
include Cham (Ham), the son
of Noah and the father of
African people. His sons
Kuwsh (Cush); Mitsrayim
(Egypt); Phut (Put); Kna’an
(Canaan).
Malkiy-Tsedeq
(Melchizedek): Bereshith
[Genesis14: 18]; Tehillim
[Psalms 110:4]; Ibrim He-

brews 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:1, 10, 11,
15, 17]; Queen of Shba’
(Sheba): I Melakim [I Kings
10:1, 4, 10, 13]; II Dibre ha
Yamim [II Chronicles 9:1, 3,
9, 12]; Mattithyahu [Matthew
12:4; Luke 11:31] ‘Ebed
Melek (Ebedmelech) the
Ethiopian: Yirmeyahu [Jeremiah 38:7, 8, 10, 11, 12; 39:16]
Par’oh (Pharaoh) Tirhaqah
(Tirhakah): II Melakim [II
Kings 19:9]; Yeshayahu [Isaiah 37:9]
Nevertheless, black supremacy and white supremacy are equally evil. We
are a spirit inside of a body
(earth suit of different colors)
with a soul, emotions, I.Q and
a will. A spirit does what a
spirit is! If you don’t know
who God says you are; you
will succumb to intimidation
tactics into being who others
want you to be. People of
color are not monolithic. Do
you have character? Are you
righteous? That’s what matters to God the most. The
Saints will judge the angels.
Why then are you not judging
people by the content of their
character rather than the
color of their skin?
“Cowardice asks the
question: is it safe? Expediency asks the question: is it
political? Vanity asks the
question: is it popular? But
conscience asks the question:
is it right? And there comes a
time when one must take a
position that is neither safe,
nor political, nor popular - but
one must take it simply because it is right.” Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Daddy Daughter Dance huge success
From DANCE, page 1

things for the community,” remarked Kelly Sims
of B.I.G. Entertainment,
adding that he and his wife
Kahlya launched the nonprofit organization when
they moved back to this
area. “The ‘B’ is for benevolent,” Sims said, “we want
to give back. The ‘I’ is for
being an inspiration; we
want to inspire great families. And lastly the ‘G’, we
want to be gregarious,
meaning we want to be the
life of the party. And our
mission is always going to
be ‘party with a purpose.’”
Sims, a St. Pete native,
received a football scholarship while at Gibbs High to
play at the University of
Cincinnati. Going on to play
professionally, he spent
time in the NFL with the Atlanta Falcons and Arizona
Cardinals, in the Canadian
Football League with the
B.C. Lions and even played
in Europe for the Amsterdam Admirals.
After retiring from the
gridiron in 1999, Sims returned to Cincinnati where
he married Kahlya, who
was a homicide detective.
When she decided to retire
and wanted to leave Ohio,
Kelly returned to the bay
area last January with his
family.
“I’m a minister and I’m
all about family, I’m all
about community,” he
stated. “I wanted to do
something that was relevant,
something
that
was fun, something that
was needed, and something that would create
memories.”
Sims said that the inaugural Daddy Daughter
Dance, which he plans to
hold as an annual event, is

the first in a “family series”
of happenings and part of
the night’s proceeds will go
to charity. He said his organization would like to put
on more events including a
dance for mothers and
sons scheduled for May,
clothing drives, series for
relationships and financial
literacy and even basketball
tournaments.
“All those things to foster great relationships and
to foster people to live life
big, to give, to be inspired
and to have fun doing it!”
he asserted.
During the evening
Sims presented PTC Director Boe Norwood, who donated the venue for the
event, with a plaque of appreciation.
“Once he [Sims] came
and asked me about this, I
said, ‘Hey, let’s do it!’” Norwood said, “Because these
are the positive things that
we need to do in the community. Let’s face it, there’s
so much negativity, that’s
all you hear, so these are
the types of events that I’ll
gladly, gladly support!”
Speaking at the event
was the Rev. Shawn
Thomas of Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church, where Pastor
Louis Murphy presides
over his flock. Thomas addressed the fathers about
not only being present but
fully involved in their children’s lives.
“Absence is just not
about physically being
gone,” stressed Thomas.
“Many a time we can be
in the same room with our
daughters, can live in the
same house as our daughters, drive in the same cars
as our daughters, we can

go to the same church as
our daughters, and still be
absent fathers.”
Thomas, who also
teaches World Religion as
an adjunct professor at St.
Petersburg College, asserted that daughters
need caring fathers to teach
them life lessons, and that
fathers owe it to their
daughters to meet their
girl’s emotional, mental and
relational needs.
“Your daughters’ first
image of manhood is you,”
he said to the fathers, “so
we need to make sure that
image is a good one. If she
demands respect from a
man, it’s because you
taught her to demand respect from a man.”
After dinner, each father
and daughter was announced before stepping
onto the floor and dancing
the night away. From tots to
teens to grown women,
daughters gushed as their
fathers made them feel like
they were the only people
in the room.
Sims, who is also minister at Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary
Baptist
Church, was there with his
own seven-year-old daughter Kelis, a student at
Southside Christian Academy.
“I really wanted to create some memories for her
while she was young that
she could look back on and
just hold on to for a lifetime,
he said.” Looking around at
the crowd on hand, he
added: “We need to inspire
these men to be a part of
their kids’ lives.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

